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2015:  What a Year! 
2015 has come and will soon be 
gone....and what a year it has been for the 
Lawson Family!  As we look back,  
remembering the blessings and the 
milestones we've experienced, we want to 
wish you and your family a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year that is 
filled with hope and anticipation for great 
things!    

Jessie Grace 
2015 has been an eventful year for Jessie, realizing a number of 
her dreams.  First of all, not only did 
she audition for her first musical 
production with Spotlight Acting 
School, Shrek, but she also got the 

LEAD female role as Fiona!  After Shrek, she was in Arsenic 
and Old Lace as Aunt Abby.  I guess you could say she has 
fallen head over heels in love with the theater!  Secondly, she is now an official driver, 
getting her provisional drivers license just before her 17th birthday in November.  Also, 
this summer she was selected to serve on Soulfire, the Northeast Atlantic District of 
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Foursquare Church’s teen leadership team that assists with 
running summer church camps for kids in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. This fall, she also audited her first 
college class, Class Voice, and scored an A+ on her final, 
singing part of the Italian aria Nel Cor Piu Non Mi Sento!  
Unfortunately, not everything in 2015 was a dream come 
true…Jessie also began wearing braces :( 

Timothy Judah 
2015 has, as most years of his short life, been filled with music, 
music, and more music for TJ!  He has played percussion with 
the Berea College Wind Ensemble and the Madison 
Community Band.  He has also 
continued his piano studies with 
Dr. Javier Clavere at Berea 
College, learning among other 
pieces this year the 3rd movement 

of Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata.  In addition to his piano 
studies and band performances, he has continued to 
sing, play drums, bass guitar, and both acoustic and lead 
guitars on the adult worship team of our church, River of Life, as well as being the 
worship leader for Current, the church’s teen group.  He has had to deal with the joys 
and frustrations of Algebra I and freshmen level Physical Science, as well as Cultural Art 
History and American Lit, but has done so with his usual grit and determination.  
Among other victories in 2015, TJ was finally able to 
graduate from braces to retainers.  Continuing his tradition 
of class and style, TJ has taken a liking this year to bow ties 
and gains regular complements form those around him.  He 
has also earned the distinction of being taller than everyone 
else in the house! 
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David Aaron 

David is now 11 years old and has enjoyed a year of firsts.  In 2015 was 
David’s first experience singing on the adult worship team at our 
church; he is now part of the regular rotation as a vocalist.  Though he 
isn’t a fan of the early mornings when he is scheduled to serve on the 
team, he really enjoys singing the high part!  He auditioned for his first 
theatrical performance with Spotlight 

Acting School and was chosen to play the part of 
Prince Charming in Rogers and Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella.  He must have been bitten by the theater 
bug, because he also played the role of the dead 
man in Arsenic and Old Lace and Pig Pen in A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.  David, like his brother TJ, 
graduated from braces this year.  David also got to 
experience his first Cincinnati Reds baseball game along with TJ, Mom, and Dad (Jessie 

was gone to serve at summer camp). And, he had his first fiddle 
lesson with Wanda Barnett in January of 2015 and continuing to 
excel in his music studies.  He continues to love reading books, 
especially Wings of Fire series, second only to his passion for 
Legos.  When he’s not reading, singing, playing fiddle, or building 
with Legos, he’s probably making a cooking video of his Youtube 
character “Chef Bill”. 

Tim and Anne 
Tim and Anne both enjoyed a two-month sabbatical 
from their position as co-pastors in February and March 
which was great because there was LOTS of snow in 
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Kentucky!  After our sabbatical we were excited to finally close on our new church 
property in Berea!  The process of actual getting into 
our new church property continues to be slow-paced 
and character building but hopefully this time next 
year, we will be in our new facility.  This fall, Tim was 
able to raise around $1,300 for the new property, 
getting people to financially sponsor him in his quest 
to lose 20 pounds (he actually lost 21.5 lbs!).  We 
have enjoyed teaching the Cultural Arts History class 
for Jessie and TJ’s homeschooling group that meets in our house every Monday.   Anne 
has worked hard to get the River of Life School of Ministry off the ground this past fall.  

15 students registered for the school, most of whom took 
Anne’s Theology 1 class with a few that took Tim’s Spirit-
Empowered Preaching class.  Tim was asked to continue 
serving the Northeast Atlantic District of Foursquare Churches 
both as a Divisional  Superintendent over the KY Division of 
Foursquare Churches, and as a church planting coach.  In his 
spare time, Tim continues to enjoy playing clarinet in the 
Madison 
Community Band.  

In her spare time, Anne continues to enjoy 
books….collecting books, cataloging books, 
selling books….lots and lots of books! 

This year in many ways was especially hard 
with the deaths of dear friends, such as Jeff Cole,  a young husband, father,  war 
veteran, and Christian brother who valiantly fought leukemia for two and a half years 
until he entered eternity on Sept. 11th; Mike Dillon, who financially made it possible for 
Tim to record his first album years ago and has loved us as his own kids for years; and 
one of our KY Foursquare pastor friends, John Sellinger, who passed away just a few 
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short weeks ago from lung cancer.  Yet, God has been faithful to carry us, provide 
needed perspective for us and our congregation, and love us through both the good 
and bad times.   

I have learned in 2015 that God is truly a God of hope.  I used to approach hope as 
some kind of nail-biting, finger-crossing anxiety that my circumstances would turn out 
exactly the way I desire.     But, I’ve come to learn this year that hope is not based on 
some shallow desire for a life free from harm, danger, or trouble. The hope that comes 
from God proclaims that my life is not the main event at all! Our lives are only a small 
part of an eternal saga that continues to unfold.  A story that has found its climax in the 
birth, life, death, burial, and resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  At His birth, God’s 
light penetrated the darkness, beginning and continuing to overcome it in every realm 
of life.  And, with that light came the thrill of the hope a better day; a day when God’s 
Kingdom would fully come; when goodness would in every realm overcome evil; when  
the chains of slaves would be truly broken; when we would truly love one another 
because the God of love had come as a Son!  Emmanuel, God with us!  

Oh holy night!  
The stars are brightly shining  
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth!  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth.  
A thrill of hope! The weary world rejoices!  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!  
Fall on your knees!  Oh, hear the angels’ voices! 
Oh night divine!  Oh night when Christ was born! 
Oh night divine!  Oh night, oh night divine! 
   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year full of hope! 

The Lawsons! 
Tim, Anne, Jessie Grace, TJ, and David
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